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Information:
Humanities

(Exp)



Humanities subjects for Exp stream:

• Humanities (Social Studies + Geography Elective)

• Humanities (Social Studies + History Elective)

• Humanities (Social Studies + Literature in English Elective)

• Full Geography#

• Full History#

Social Studies is a compulsory subject for all students. 
#Subject will be offered if there are sufficient students, and teachers in 2023.



Humanities in a nutshell

• Humanities (Social Studies + 
Geography

• Humanities (Social Studies + 
History

• Humanities (Social Studies + 
Literature in English

• Geography#

• History#

Students must choose a different full humanities subject from the elective.  i.e. Students cannot take Elective and 
Full Geography.
#Subject will be offered if there are sufficient students, and teachers in 2023

Choose ONE humanities elective

(For selected students who are offered) 
Choose one full humanities subject



Social Studies

Elective

- Geography;

- History; or,

- Literature in 
English

One subject at 
the national 
examination

Humanities in a nutshell

Social Studies and the Elective Humanities form one subject at the national examinations. 



Social Studies in a nutshell

Informed 
citizen

Participative 
citizen

Concerned 
citizen

Analyse, negotiate and manage 
complex situations.

Awareness of the ethical 
considerations and consequences of 
decision making.

Be motivated to identify issues of 
concern and take action.

• Social Studies trains you to be a participative citizens, with a desire to contribute
responsibly to the society.



Social Studies Syllabus content

Issue 3: Being part of a Globalised World

Being part of a globalised world: is it necessarily good?

Issue 2: Living in a Diverse Society

Living in a diverse society: Is harmony achievable?

Issue 1: Exploring Citizenship & Governance

Working for the good of society: Whose responsibility is it?



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge with Understanding

• Assessment Objective 2: Interpreting and Evaluating sources / Given
information

• Assessment Objective 3: Constructing explanations



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 45 minutes

• Paper comprise of 2 sections:
• Section A: 35 marks

• One source-based case study testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.

• Section B: 15 marks
• Two structured-response questions testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 3.

• Candidates are required to answer the compulsory source-based case
study from Section A and the compulsory structured-response
questions from Section B.



Geography Elective in a nutshell

• Geography trains you to see the connections between people and their
environment, across different places, so as to be an informed and active
contributor.

Geographical 
knowledge

Values
Geographical 

skills

The physical and human 
environment at different scales

Appreciation for the environment;
Respect towards different human 
environments

Recognise geographical patterns;
Analyse geographical data to make 
decisions



Geography Elective Syllabus content

Geography Elective

Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical skills & 
investigation

Living with tectonic 
hazards 
Risk or opportunity?

Global Tourism
Is tourism the way to go?

Map reading 

Variable weather and 
changing climate
A continuing challenge?

Food resources
Is technology the panacea 
for food shortage?

Geographical data and 
techniques

Geographical 
investigations



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge

• Assessment Objective 2: Critical understanding and constructing
explanation

• Assessment Objective 3: Interpreting and evaluating Geographical
Data



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 40 minutes

• Paper comprise of 3 sections:
• Section A: 13 marks

• Two structured questions

• Section B: 12 marks
• Two structured questions

• Section C: 25 marks
• Two structured questions



History Elective in a nutshell
• History trains you to interpret significant events of the past, in order to

understand the present, and contribute to a responsible citizen.

Qualities 
of a 

History 
learner

Enquiring

Discerning

Balanced

KnowledgeableEmpathetic

Methodical

Reasoned

Reads critically by analysing 
the validity of sources

Constructs historical interpretation 
based on sound arguments

Considers various points 
of view



History Elective Syllabus content

Units Key content

The World in Crisis
What forces and developments changed Europe and the Asia-Pacific in 
the first half of the 20th century?

• Communist Russia
• Nazi Germany
• World War II

Bi-Polarity and the Cold War
How did the Cold War impact the world order in the post-1945 years? 

• Cold War
• Korean War
• Cuban Missile Crisis



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Deploy knowledge

• Assessment Objective 2: Construct Explanation and Communicate
Historical Knowledge

• Assessment Objective 3: Interpret and Evaluate Source Materials



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 40 minutes

• Paper comprise of 2 sections:
• Section A: 30 marks

• One source-based case study testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 3.

• Section B: 20 marks
• One structured-essay questions testing Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.



Literature Elective Syllabus in a nutshell

Syllabus objectives:

• To empower students to make meaning of texts, and see themselves and the 
world from diverse perspectives

• To inspire students to empathise with others, to find their own voice as they 
reflect on the human condition with discernment, and to consider the impact of 
their beliefs and actions on society

Exam syllabus:

At the end of the 2-year syllabus, students will sit for a written exam that consists 
of essay and passage-based questions for the set text and an unseen poem.



Literature Elective Syllabus content

Over the course of 2 years, students 
of elective Literature will cover ONE 
set text in-depth through discussions 
and essay writing practices.

This will form the first 25% combined 
humanities paper (SS/Lit).

Note: As we are required to change 
the set text in 2023, we will announce 
the new set text to all Sec 2 Literature 
students by October for them, so that 
they can make an informed decision.



Literature Elective Syllabus content

Over the course of 2 years, students of 
elective Literature will cover several poems 
from local and foreign sources as practice to 
get them ready to analyse an unseen poem 
on their own during the national exam.

The final exam will test students for an 
UNSEEN poem (i.e. not taught in class).

This will form the next 25% combined 
humanities paper (SS/Lit).



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment



There are 2 
questions in 
each elective 
Literature 
paper, and 
each question 
is worth 25 
marks.

The questions 
are marked 
holistically 
using the 
rubrics shown.





Full Geography in a nutshell

• Geography trains you to see the connections between people and their
environment, across different places, so as to be an informed and active
contributor.

Geographical 
knowledge

Values
Geographical 

skills

The physical and human 
environment at different scales

Appreciation for the environment;
Respect towards different human 
environments

Recognise geographical patterns;
Analyse geographical data to make 
decisions



Full Geography Syllabus content

Geography

Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical skills & 
investigation

Coasts
Should coastal 
environments matter?

Global Tourism
Is tourism the way to go?

Map reading 

Living with tectonic 
hazards 
Risk or opportunity?

Food resources
Is technology the panacea 
for food shortage?

Geographical data and 
techniques

Variable weather and 
changing climate
A continuing challenge?

Health and diseases
Are we more vulnerable 
than before?

Geographical 
investigations



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge

• Assessment Objective 2: Critical understanding and constructing
explanation

• Assessment Objective 3: Interpreting and evaluating Geographical
Data



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Paper 1: 1 hour 40 minutes
• Paper 1 comprise of 2 sections:

• Section A: 25 marks
• One structured question

• Section B: 25 marks
• Two structured questions

• Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes
• Paper 2 comprise of 2 sections:

• Section A: 25 marks
• Two structured questions

• Section B: 25 marks 
• Two structured questions



Full History in a nutshell
• History trains you to interpret significant events of the past, in order to

understand the present, and contribute to a responsible citizen.

Qualities 
of a 

History 
learner

Enquiring

Discerning

Balanced

KnowledgeableEmpathetic

Methodical

Reasoned

Reads critically by analysing 
the validity of sources

Constructs historical interpretation 
based on sound arguments

Considers various points 
of view



Full History Syllabus content

Units Key content

European Dominance and Expansion in the late 19th century*
How were systems and societies transformed by colonialism?

• British colonialism
• Malaya

The World in Crisis
What forces and developments changed Europe and the Asia-Pacific in 
the first half of the 20th century?

• Communist Russia
• Nazi Germany
• World War II

Bi-Polarity and the Cold War
How did the Cold War impact the world order in the post-1945 years? 

• Cold War
• Korean War
• Cuban Missile Crisis

Decolonisation and Emergence of Nation-States*
Was the attainment of independence in colonies shaped by the decline 
of Europe and Cold War politics?

• Decolonisation 
• Sovereignty 
• Independence



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Deploy knowledge

• Assessment Objective 2: Construct Explanation and Communicate
Historical Knowledge

• Assessment Objective 3: Interpret and Evaluate Source Materials



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Paper 1: 1 hour 40 minutes
• Paper 1 comprise of 2 sections:

• Section A: 30 marks
• One source-based case study question

• Section B: 20 marks
• Answer one out of two structured questions

• Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes
• Paper 2 comprise of 2 sections:

• Section A: 25 marks
• Two structured questions

• Section B: 25 marks 
• Two structured questions



How do I know if Geography or History 
Elective is for me?

• Students are encouraged to explore their interest in the topics that
would be covered for each syllabus in Upper Secondary.

• They should also consider their post-secondary course choices and
identify the more relevant Humanities for the course.

• Students could speak to their subject teachers to find out the skill
sets and dispositions that lend themselves well for the study of the
Humanities subject. Having a strong command of the English
language is also helpful for Humanities subjects that require extensive
writing and elaboration/explanation of ideas/concepts.



Difference in Pure vs Combined Humanities?

• Pure Humanities offers more depth and topics.

• Each pure Humanities subject, e.g. History, is considered as one subject in the national
examination.

• Combined Humanities is a compulsory subject for all students and is a combination of Social
Studies and one elective Humanities subject (either Geography/History/Literature).

• Pure Humanities is an optional subject and is of higher rigour and demand. Students who
have a strong interest in the subject can consider offering the subject. Having a strong
command of English language would be beneficial as the Pure Humanities subjects require a
significant amount of writing and elaboration/explanation of concepts.



FAQs for Literature Elective

1. Do I need to be good in the English Language to take Literature?
Not necessarily, however, a good command of the language will be 
beneficial and helpful in expressing your ideas.

2. Is there a lot of memorisation needed for Literature?
You do need to remember the stories and some quotes, in order to 
respond well, especially for the essay questions. However, pure 
memorisation of texts is not required. It is more important to be able 
to understand and express your thoughts and feelings about the text.

3. It is difficult to score in Literature. Is that true?
As Literature is marked holistically, the quality of your argument, 
knowledge of the text, and understanding of how it is a reflection of 
society would be the key to scoring well. The rubrics will help you to 
understand where you stand and how you can improve on your 
writing to do well.

4. I don’t like reading. Can I still take Literature?
To be honest, it will be difficult to take up the subject if you don’t 
enjoy reading, because half the paper is made up of having to read the 
set text in detail repeatedly, and the other half involves reading new 
poems every other week.

5. Will the set text change if I get retained?
The set text is due to be discontinued at the end of 2023, so it 
leaves us exactly 2 years for you to finish your O levels in 2023.
Please try not to get retained.

6. What are the benefits of taking Literature?
The underlying skills that you will pick up would be close reading 
and clarity of argument and discussion. These are skills that are 
transferrable to almost any other subjects, including Social 
Studies and English Language. Being able to explain oneself 
clearly is also an important soft skill to have in the future when 
you are working!

If you have any other queries,
please feel free to email the Literature team:

Ms Aryssa Ngoh, HOD/ELL(Ag)
Ngoh_huiyi@schools.gov.sg

Mrs Carolyn Leong, SH/ELL(Ag)
Quek_sue_wen_carolyn@schools.gov.sg



Additional information

• Humanities is counted in the computation of L1R5 as a relevant
subject in the entry to Junior Colleges.

• Humanities is counted as a critical relevant subject for entry into
some Polytechnic courses, e.g. courses related to Humanities,
Media and Business. For other courses, the Humanities subject can
be used in computing the ELR2B2 score for admission.



We recommend that your child/ward choose the
humanities subject based on interest and passion for
the subject. See what the experts have to say!

Why Social 
Studies?

Why Geography? Why History? Why Literature?

https://go.gov.sg/whystudyellit
https://go.gov.sg/whystudyhistory
https://go.gov.sg/whystudygeog
https://go.gov.sg/whystudyss

